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A Letter from the Chairman 
 

Dear Friends of the Perry House: 

 

Spring of 2011 has literally flown by for the 

Perry House Foundation… after months of 

Colonial education programs and holding our 

Irish Night Event in March, we were 

fortunate that the Stratford Chamber of 

Commerce held a highly successful 

fundraiser in May to support the 

Foundation’s programs. Co-sponsored by 

Bridgeport Fittings, the Chamber raised over 

$2,300 for Perry House programs. We are 

very thankful to have this strong connection 

with the business community.   

 

As if the Foundation wasn’t already busy? 

Throughout the spring, the Foundation 

completed over 6 weeks (500 students) of 

Colonial Education programs for the 5th 

graders of Stratford. The 3rd graders’ 

fieldtrips start in September; at which time 

we will service about 600 more students.  We 

are deeply grateful to all of the individuals -- 

from organizers to docents -- that make this 

special program possible. 

 

And, now, we are proud to invite you to join 

us for our spectacular Fall Fund Raiser, 

Autumn in Spain, on October 15. This 

evening promises to be the most glamorous 

social event of the season! It will provide you 

an opportunity to enjoy delicious Spanish 

food and drink and experience beautiful live 

music and dance – all while supporting the 

continued operations of a very important 
local program, the Perry House Foundation! 

 

I truly hope you will join us. It wouldn’t be 

the same without you! 

 

 
Dave Killeen 

Chairman  
Board of Directors 

 

 

 

The longer I am involved in the 

activities of the Perry House, the 

more convinced I am of its 

importance to the future of 

 
 

Vazzy’s Four Seasons – 337 Kenyon Street – Stratford 
$100 per person 

 
Music and Dance 

Fabulous Spanish Food and Drink 
Entertainment and Silent Auction  

And much more. . .  
 

203-37-PERRY or 203-377-3779  
perryhouse1128@sbcglobal.net 
http://perryhousestratford.com/ 

 

 

http://www.perryhousestratford.com/
mailto:perryhouse1128@sbcglobal.net
mailto:perryhouse1128@sbcglobal.net
http://perryhousestratford.com/
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Ball Committee and Chairs Named 
 

The 2011 Perry House Ball, “Autumn in Spain”, 

scheduled for October 15, 7:00 p.m. to Midnight, 

at Vazzy’s Four Seasons has named committee 

chairs.   Erica Bartelson and Mary Dean, Stratford 

Chamber of Commerce; are chairing the 

Facilities Committee; Joyce Baran, of Joyce 

Baran Design, has agreed to lead the Decorating 

Committee; the Silent Auction Committee will be 

led by Christine Doolan.  Berta Perez, has agreed 

to act as “Spanish” advisor to the committee.  

Other members of the committee include Shannon 

Bruchal, Dave Killeen, Carol Feduik, Alix 

Semanchik, Evelyn Clough, Clough’s Hardware, 

Patty Gallagher, Milford Bank , Nancy Monk, 

Angie Ovchar, Alberta Vargas, Pam Hutchinson, 

Alicia Fraguada and Carole Adzima.   The Perry 

House Board of Directors is working diligently to 

sell ads for the Program Booklet.     

 

If you or your company would like to purchase 

an ad or donate an item for the Silent Auction, or 

work on the Ball Committee, please call the Perry 

House, 203-377-3779. 
 

Chamber Hosts Successful Event 
 

Each year, the Stratford Chamber of Commerce 

hosts a fundraising event to benefit the Perry 

House Foundation.  This year’s event was held at 

the Perry House on May 24
th

.  Bridgeport Fittings 

sponsored the event and will be listed on the Perry 

House list of Homesteaders for 2011.  

StationHouse Wine Bar and Grill provided the 

food for the event; and Premier Imports, LLC thru 

Connecticut Distributors provided the wine for the 

evening.  It was a fun night for all attendees and 

very successful on the fundraising side. 
 

 We’re on Twitter!  
 

Thanks to the effort of a new volunteer, Shannon 

Bruchal, the Perry House is on Twitter.  

@PerryHouseCT.   We are writing tweets almost 

every day to let you know what we are doing.  

Why donôt you follow us? 

 

 

 

Good News on the “Dig” 
By Amy van der Clock Brown 
 

We have an update to our foundation members and 

supporters regarding the “Dig” at Perry House.  As 

some of you know from our last newsletter, we 

had a Phase II survey done last December of 2010.  

Those results were sent into the State Historic 

Preservation Office in Hartford, Connecticut by 

the AHS Team (Archaeological and Historical 

Services, Inc.); led by Mary and Ross Harper. 
 

Our town planner and Board Chairman, Dave 

Killeen, received a letter from the State Historic 

Preservation Office, SHPO, in mid-July of 2011. 

In the letter, the office of SHPO concurred with the 

findings of the AHS Team and they endorsed the 

next steps for the house. This was a great hurdle to 

jump, to which we owe the AHS team for their 

professionalism and thorough work of resource 

preservation. 
 

What are the next steps? If you recall the 

newsletter from last winter, there were many 

artifacts found on the Eastern part of the House 

(nearest to the Baldwin Center).  This is where the 

addition is planned to be built.  AHS wants to 

investigate a little further down to protect what has 

been already found.  From the SHPO Report, “It is 

our opinion that the possible privy vault, deep 

midden deposits within the proposed addition and 

midden deposits within the caterer’s walkway are 

eligible for listing in the National Register of 

Historic Places and contribute to the historic 

significance of the Perry House property.”(For 

your edification, the referenced,” Caterer’s 

Walkway” is simply an entrance on the East Side 

of the addition.) 
 

Now that the SHPO office has agreed with the 

proposal, AHS can apply for grants for any 
additional work that needs to happen in hopes of 

protecting the resources. But that’s not all; an 

application for consideration for the National 

Register of Historic Places can really help draw 

more people to the Perry House, and allow the 
Town of Stratford to add the house to its 

architectural treasures. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://twitter.com/#!/PerryHouseCT
http://www.cttrust.org/index.cgi/11860
http://www.cttrust.org/index.cgi/11860
http://www.ahs-inc.biz/
http://www.ahs-inc.biz/
http://www.cttrust.org/1023?highlight=National+Register+of+Historic+places
http://www.cttrust.org/1023?highlight=National+Register+of+Historic+places
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Board “Spotlight” 
                    Pam Hutchinson 
      

 
 

Pam Hutchinson has lived in Stratford for the past 28 

years and has always been interested in Architecture and 

Early American Houses.  When the opportunity arose to 

volunteer in one of the oldest homes in her new 

hometown, she embraced it with open arms.  She has 

been married to her husband John for 33 years; they 

have one daughter, Liz. 
 

Pam’s background includes a Bachelor’s degree in 

Retailing from the University of Bridgeport, 10 years as 

a Customer Service Manager at Mudrick’s Appliances 

and 13 years at Wm. B. Meyer Moving and Storage as a 

Relocation Representative; as well as many temporary 

administrative positions.  She is an avid antique postcard 

collector, specializing in Stratford and Bridgeport in the 

early 1900’s.   
 

At the Perry House, Pam started as a Docent, spending 2 

hours on Sunday afternoons, guiding visitors on tours 

through the house. Pam joined the Board of Directors in 

2010; and is deeply involved in our 3
rd

 and 5
th
 Grade 

Educational Programs as Head Docent and serves on the 

Education Committee.  She has made use of her Artistic 

and Photographic skills for many of our events.  Pam 

also helps out at our Kettle corn booth at the Milford 

Oyster Festival.  She is currently designing a colonial 

display for the Children’s Department at the Stratford 

Library that will focus on the 3
rd

 and 5
th 

Graders in 

Stratford and their fieldtrips to the Judson and Perry 

House.   

 

Pam says, “I can see wonderful things happening at the 

Perry House. Our volunteers have so much talent and 

energy.  They will help spread our message to the 

Stratford community.  We have so much to offer. “ 

 

New Third Grade Education Program 

Brings Colonial Stratford “Alive”! 

 
The Perry House Foundation’s Education Committee is 

currently in the process of “modifying” their Third 

Grade education program.  Committee members include 

Alix Semanchik, Chair; Pam Hutchinson, Head Docent; 

Diane Stackpole; Joan Marron; Jamie Johnson and 

Carole Adzima.  Beginning in mid-September, all 600 

plus third grade students in Stratford will be taking a 

field trip to the Judson and Perry Houses to complement 

their studies on life in Colonial Stratford. Alix 

Semanchik said, “Our Perry House program in previous 

years was extremely well received.  However, we would 

like to enhance the program to make it even more 

interactive. We want to bring the local Colonial period 

alive for these kids.”  The feedback we received from the 

500 fifth grade students who came through the house in 

the spring, to learn about the Revolutionary War period 

in Stratford, shows that all of the hands-on activities 

were the “highlight of their trip”.  For the 3
rd

 Grade Fall 

program, our committee is working on adding new and 

different “stations”, that are age-appropriate  including 

dressing Colonial Paper Dolls, Charades demonstrating 

the Colonial Trades and Farm Life, and Role Playing.   

 

We are in the process of recruiting Education Docents 

and Activity Helpers for this program.  If you are 

interested in volunteering- even for just a few days, 

please call the Perry House, 203-37PERRY (203-377-

3779) or email perryhouse1128@sbcglobal.net . 

 

 

Visitor Center Volunteers 

 
Our thanks to Frank DiMauro, and Cary Ericson who 

have been staffing our Visitor Center a few hours each 

week for several years. We, now, wanted to expand the 

hours that the House was open.  So, for the past couple 

of months, we have had a call out for new volunteers to 

staff the Homestead.  We are delighted to let you know 

that we have added 9 new volunteers to the roster.  Some 

of these volunteers have been working since mid July, 

and some will be starting at a later date. New volunteers 

are:  Tiffany Arias, Shannon Bruchal, Josie Cicerale, 

Maureen Doherty, Jasmin Haffees, Maya Hopkins, 

Lorraine Jezierny, Ann Rome, and Norman Zimmerman.    

Welcome to the Perry House Family!   

 

 

http://www.mudricks.com/
http://www.williambmeyer.com/
mailto:perryhouse1128@sbcglobal.net
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Board News 
 

State Representative and Board Member Laura 

Hoydick, received the A T & T Regional Legislator 

Award at the Bridgeport Regional Business 

Council’s 137
th

 Annual Meeting and Luncheon.  

She was elected last November to her first full term 

as the 120
th

 District Representative after winning a 

special election in March 2010 to fill out Mayor 

John Harkins seat. Paul S. Timpanelli, President and 

CEO of the Business Council, said, “Laura’s record 

over her short tenure has been exemplary relative to 

issues of importance to business.” Congratulations, 

Laura! 

 

Board Member, Erica Bartelson, is embarking on a 

new phase of her life in August.  She will become 

Erica Bartelson Mitchell (Mrs. Reese).  Our 

beautiful logo for “Autumn in Spain” shows off a 

little of Erica’s impressive graphic design talent.  

Our Best Wishes to both Erica and Reese for a long, 

happy, healthy life! 

 

The Great Stratford Bird Festival 

 
Stratford’s fourth annual bird festival, September 

30-October 2nd, promises to be even more exciting 

than ever. This year’s festival features bird 

walks, field trips, boat trips on the Housatonic 

River, and live bird presentations.  

 

As in past years, some of the world’s finest decoy 

carvings will be on exhibit. Come see live birds of 

prey “up close and personal.”   Join Festival co-

chair 

Mr. Phil Donahue and our festival supporters for a 

night of fine dining, entertainment, and shared 

birding experiences.  

 

The Perry House will again serve as the Festival’s 

Welcome Center.   

 

Visit http://www.stratfordbirdfestival.com/ for 

additional, and up-to-date details. 

 

 

 

Fieldtrip Activities Enjoyed by  

Second Hill Lane Students 

 

 
A Colonial Hoop entertains Trinity Simmonds 

 
Joe Wierzbicki demonstrating how to make butter! 

 
Mia English, Erika Sanabria and Diane Ervil  

try their hands at Weaving 

 
Alyssa Seara, Ly’Nette Rios and Nathalie Barrios 

 enjoy stenciling! 

http://www.stratfordbirdfestival.com/

